
Sunday, October 4, 2026  Speaker: Mark Worth, Acts 15:13-35 
  The Cost of Unity 

 

   Small Groups Discussion Questions 
GET TO KNOW YOU 

What are some of the biggest things that can hinder unity in a group? 
 
What’s something worth sacrificing for the sake of unity—and what’s something you shouldn’t sacrifice? 
 
This debate over circumcision is a critical turning point for the early church. What do you think would have 
happened to Christianity if the council had ruled differently? 
 
INTO THE BIBLE  

Read (Button) Acts 15:13-35 

Q1 – In verses 13–18, James uses Scripture from Amos to help the church understand what God is doing 
among the Gentiles. Why is it important that our understanding of what God is doing is grounded in Scripture? 

Q2 – What four specific restrictions did James ask the Gentile believers to follow in verse 20? Why do you 
think these specific things were chosen? 

Q3 – In verses 20 and 29, the Gentile believers are still given instructions about how they should live. How 
does this passage balance salvation by grace with a life that changes because we belong to Christ? 

Q4 – Are there any personal preferences, traditions, or expectations that you may have elevated to the level 
of biblical commands?  

Q5 – How can we distinguish between what Scripture actually requires and what we simply prefer? 

 
APPLICATION 

- In the text we saw truth be spoken, then unity was sought after with gentle and clear 
communication. Do you take this approach when dealing with conflict? Or is there a different 
method that  
 

- If someone watched the way you live and interact with others, would they come away believing 
Christianity is primarily about keeping rules or about being transformed by the grace of Jesus? 
Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OFF THE DEEP END 

As you go throughout the remainder of your week, take time to compare 3 different sections of scripture: 

Acts 15 which reveals the freedom we all have in Christ Jesus (because we are saved by grace through faith 
alone) 

1 Corinthians 9 where Paul becomes a living example himself of what Christian freedom looks like in practice, 
without making his rights become the highest priority. 

Galatians 2 which reveals Paul’s refusal to compromise, that while Christian love may call us to surrender 
personal freedoms for the sake of others, it never calls us to surrender the truth of the gospel. 

 

As you compare these three passages, where in your life might God be calling you to enjoy your freedom in 
Christ, willingly surrender a personal right for the good of someone else, or stand firm on a truth that should 
not be compromised? 
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